CHAPTER VII

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF VEDSNTA:

S'AI^KARA-RAMANUJA

THE keynote of synthetic Vedanta is furnished by the
Vedic truth that sat is one though its seers express it in a
variety of ways* Vedanta posits the knowability of noumenal
reality having its fruition in the attainment of immortal bliss
and the practice of universal service to all jiws. It is not
the result of mere logical thinking and moral effort based on
viveka and wiragya but is the direct realisation of Brahman
by the renouncement of worldliness. All the seers of Brahman
and the Brahmawdins are agreed on the attainment of the
Supreme in its negative and positive aspects though owing to
psychic differences due to their temperament and training
they express themselves in manifold ways. The chief among
the varieties of Vedantic experience are Advaita, Vis'ista"
dvaita and Dvaita associated with the names of S'ankara,
Ramanuja and Madhva in the order of their historic develop-
ment. They are, unlike the Western allied or parallel systems
such as monism, theistic monism and theism, more interested
in the study of the spiritual relation between Brahman and the
atman or ihejzva than in the relation between Brahman and
the universe. They all accept the prasthanatraya or the three
authorities of the Upani^ads, the GUa and the Suiras as one